Integrate facebook with Word Press 



Facebook is one of those Web phenomena that impress everyone with numbers. To cite some: 
about 250 million users are on Facebook, and together they spend more than 5 billion minutes on 
Facebook. . . every day. These numbers suggest that we should start thinking about how to use 
Facebook for blogging or vice versa. 

We did some research to find out how the integration of Facebook with WordPress and vice 
versa works, or — in other words — how you can present your WordPress blog on Facebook or 
use the functionality of Facebook on your WordPress-powered blog. Both of these can be 
achieved with a set of WordPress plug-ins, a couple of which we'll present here in detail. 

1. Integrating A WordPress Blog Into Facebook 

Integrating a WordPress blog into Facebook is actually quite simply achieved via the Facebook 
API. The Facebook API makes programming applications that can be spread via Facebook 
almost a piece of cake. A lot of interactive browser games are on Facebook, such as the currently 
popular "Mafia Wars." This game allows users to start a mafia family with their friends, with the 
goal of becoming an important figure in the virtual underground crime scene. To start a clan, you 
invite other friends on the network to join. This is the growth strategy of any application on 
Facebook: the simple snowball effect. 

The applications sustain themselves through earnings generated by displaying advertisements, 
which also makes Facebook an even more attractive platform to develop on. This symbiosis 
generates growth for both Facebook and its applications. 

Plug-In Installation and Configuration 

John Eckman developed the WordPress plug-in Wordbook in early 2009. This plug-in allows 
WordPress blog owners to integrate their blog in Facebook. This gives a blog two lives: one as 
an application on Facebook (such as, for example, my private FreigeistBlog ) and one at the 
original URL ( http : //freigei st . de vmag .net) . 

To access a blog via Facebook, you need to first grant access to the application. To do this, go to 
the so-called "canvas" page, which is where the Facebook twin of the blog lives ( my example) . 
However, granting access to the blog's application means that the administrator of the blog also 
has access to information about you as a user (this is what most applications aim for: information 
such as date of birth, gender and educational status allows them to display quite targeted ads). 

The application we're dealing with is a simple blog and, in this sense, quite innocent, but we 
should state outright that the Facebook API as it is now treats blogs and websites as 
applications, which may not be appropriate, given the issue mentioned above. Facebook users 
who authorize the blog application can now easly send comments and share posts from within 
Facebook. The data, however, is still stored in the original database on the server where the blog 
is installed. 



This makes it look as though Facebook serves merely as a simple feed reader. Yet, we get some 
other benefits. The blog on Facebook can be used to create a community around it by taking 
advantage of Facebook' s snowball effect, because friends of the blog's users will see in their 
activity stream that they have been participating on the blog. Furthermore, it means that 
Facebook users will see new posts from your blog whenever they sign in to Facebook and can 
easily follow comments, making your blog more accessible. 

To create a Facebook twin of your blog, first you have to set up a new application . To do this, 
you need a Facebook account and have to register as a developer using the preceding link. All of 
this can be done in a few minutes. 



+ Set Up New Application 



My Applications 

See my applications 

FreigeistBlog more » 

Monthly Active Users 1 
Application Fans 0 



Create a new Facebook application 

Once you have agreed to the terms of use, give your application a name. Then you will receive 
your API key and a secret, which you will need later. 



B Edit FreigeistBlog Back to My Applications 




Authentication 
Profiles 
Canvas 
Connect 
Widgets 
Advanced 



Essential Information 

Application Name 

Application ID 
API Key 
Secret 



FreigeistBlog 



143305737165 



Basic Information 

Settings for the Facebook application. Large view . 



Then, you have to submit a so-called "post- authorize callback URL." This is the address on your 
server to which Facebook will send a notice whenever a user authorizes access to the application. 
By the same logic, there is also the "post-remove callback URL," which receives a notice when a 



user removes the application. Both of these events are handled by the Wordbook plug-in. You 
merely need to write the address of the blog's root directory with a trailing slash. 



Basic Authentication Settings 

Installable to? (7 Users r Facebook P« 



Authentication 



Profiles 

Canvas Authentication Callback URLs 

Connect Post-Authorise Callback 

URL 

Widgets 

Post-Remove Callback 
Advanced URL 



http : //freigeist. de vmag .net; 



http : //freigeist. devmag . net; 



Facebook application settings: Define callback URLs. Large view . 

The third step is to claim your canvas page, which is the page through which a Facebook user 
accesses your blog, and a canvas callback URL, which is the page from which content is 
retrieved. Again, include a trailing slash, or else internal links on your blog won't work with 
their Facebook twin. 



Bask: 

Authentication 
Profiles 



Canvas 



Connect 
Widgets 
Advanced 

Post-Authorise Redirect 
URL 



Canvas settings 

Render Method 0 IFrame Q FBML 

I Frame Size Q Smart size 0 Resiz. 



Canvas Width 0 Full width (760px) C 

Quick Transitions O On 0 Off 

Facebook application settings: Define canvas page. Large view . 

Now you have some choices to make, namely, how to set up your canvas page. You have a 
choice between iFrame and FBML. FBML is a Facebook XML scheme with which you can use 
specific Facebook tags (such as tags to display user profiles). You can also use it to access 
certain Facebook procedures. However, the Wordbook plug-in works with iFrames, which allow 
Javascript and other tags, and which FBML does not support. 

To distinguish between them rather crudely, you can say that iFrames give the developer more 
flexibility but, unlike FBML, restrict access to Facebook procedures. Another advantage of 
iFrames is that code that Facebook retrieves from the canvas callback URL need not be parsed 
by the FBML parser, which could yield a performance gain. With iFrames, only internal links on 
the blog need to be adjusted. And the "resizeable" option allows Facebook' s JavaScript code to 
adjust the size of the iFrame to Facebook' s layout. 

Now the hard work is done. All that's left is to install the Wordbook plug-in using the standard 
WordPress method : install and activate. Then you can change the plug-in' s settings on the 



Required URLs 

Canvas Page URL ,, , . . f 

http://apps.facebook.com/ ' 

Canvas Callback URL http://freigeist.devmag.net/ 



Optional URLs 

Bookmark URL 



settings panel, and here you will need your application ID and the secret. You also have to tell 
the plug-in where the canvas page is located, so that internal links can be adjusted. 

Required Options: 

To use this app, you must register for an API key at http://www.faceb 
Follow the link and click "set up a new application." After you've obtair 
fill in both your application's API and Secret keys as well as your applic 

Enter Your Facebook Application's API Key: 
Enter Your Facebook Application's Secret: 



Enter Your Facebook Application's Canvas Page URL, NOT INCLUDING 
"http://apps.facebook.com/" 
freigeistblog 

Customization Options: 

These options will allow you to customize wpbook to your liking. 
Commenting Options: 

W Allow comments inside Facebook @ 

W Require Comment Authors E-mail Address @ 
Socialize Options: 

W Show Invite Friends Link 0 

W Enable Facebook users to add your app to their profile @ 

W Enable "Share This Post" (within Facebook) [3 

I* Enable "view post at external site" link @ 
Adjusting the settings of the Wordbook plug-in 

And that's it! If you want, you could activate or deactivate some other options, such as the 
commenting function and whether users can add your application to their profile by displaying 
the latest posts from your blog in their profile. 
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f Add appfication to your profile? 



Add Box to: 



Boxes Tab 




FreigeistBlog 
Recent posts 



Day trip from Moscow to 
Sergiev Posad 

Moscow breakfast with (Bela) 
Russian pancakes 
Donauradfahrt - Von Ulm nach 
Wien - Die Vorbereitung 
Getting ready for MocKBa 
(Moscow) 

Donauradweg - Pilger auf 
abwegen 



t 
t) 



No, Thanks 



Browsing through the blog via Facebook. Large view . 



The plug-in allows you to play around a little bit. But as we said, you are somewhat limited in 
how fully you can integrate your blog into the Facebook canvas. But the next plug-in we'll look 
at integrates a bit of Facebook into your blog. 



2. Integrating Facebook In A WordPress Blog 



To begin, a little history lesson is needed. Many users do not like having to register for each blog 
where they would like to post comments, especially if they already have accounts on so many 
other social networks, such as Facebook and My Space. So a single online ID for several 
purposes would be ideal, wouldn't it? That's the idea behind the OpenID protocol, which started 
in 2005. It decentralizes the identification of users for various providers and services. In essence, 
you can create an account on Facebook and connect it to services such as MySpace or even a 
personal blog. If you want to change your profile for all of these services, that too is 
decentralized: you simply change the settings on your Facebook account. OpenID is a chance to 
make the Web and its services more easily accessible. There are reasonable risks and concerns 
involved, but also many opportunities. 

Facebook announced in 2007 that it would implement OpenID, and others followed, which 
explains why we now find more and more buttons that say "Connect with Facebook" or "Google 
Friend Connect." This leads us to our second plug-in, Facebook Connect WordPress plug-in , 
which almost seamlessly integrates Facebook into your blog. 



The plug-in allows users to comment on a blog using their Facebook account; and if they are 
already signed in or on Facebook, they need not sign in again. Users do not have to register for a 
unique account on the blog because the plug-in retrieves the user's information directly from the 
Facebook API. With access to the user profiles on Facebook, you can display your users' profile 
pictures, which adds a personal touch to your blog. 

The plug-in integrates a lot of Facebook functions: for example, users can send invitations and 
share stories and comments on Facebook, which gives your blog the benefit of word-of-mouth 
marketing. To do this, you need to activate the plug-in option that publishes a user's activity in 
their respective activity feed. Last but not least, you can enable a gadget that displays the profile 
pictures of your blog's most recent visitors, similar to "Google Friend Connect." 

COMUNIDAD SOCIABLE! 

\ Sociable! - The Social 
Media Blog 

ht-tp : / /tmt. sociable . ea 

Welcome to Sociable! 

Thiemo Fetzer 
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Facebook Connect implemented on sociable.es (in Spanish) 

This plug-in essentially does the opposite of Wordbook (which integrates Facebook functionality 
into your blog). 

Plug-In Installation and Configuration 

Again, as in the previous section, you will need to create a new Facebook application. 




H Edit FreigetStConimunity Back to My Applications 













1 Bask: 


1 Essential Information 


Authentication 


Application Name 




FreigeistCommunity 


Profiles 






Canvas 


Application ID 


147112199605 


Connect 


API Key 




Widgets 


Secret 





Creating a new Facebook application. Large view . 



You will also have to define the callback URLs, which point to the root of your blog. 



Basic Authentication Settings 


Profiles 


W Users V Facebook Pages 


Canvas Authentication Callback URLs 


Connect Post- Authorise Callback 

URL 




http://freigeist.devmag.net 


Widgets 




Post- Remove Callback 
Advanced URL 


http : //freigeist. devmag .net 





Defining callback URLs for the new application. Large view . 

Again, most of the work is now done, and you can soon start having fun and being creative. Just 
a few steps remain. First, download the plug-in from the website (see link above) and upload and 
enable it. A big part of the plug-in consists of the "Facebook Connect" library, which is provided 
by Facebook. You might stumble over the two xdjreciever files, one in HTML and one in PHP. 
They play a key role: enabling the so-called cross-domain communication (hence, the xd) 
between your blog and Facebook. 

So why are these needed? Typically, HTTP requests are sent with the XMLHttpRequest object. 
However, the typical security settings on browsers allow XMLHttpRequest to send requests only 
to the domain where the original request was sent to. In our case, requests are send to and from 
Facebook. This cross-domain communication is achieved with iFrame cross-domain 



communication. With this, the application opens an iFrame on facebook.com with the relevant 
requests; for example, to retrieve information on whether a user is logged into Facebook. 

These requests are sent to Facebook through the iFrame via the URL, with which the iFrame is 
opened. The request is checked, and now the Facebook script that was called via the iFrame 
opens an iFrame on the application page, where the outcome of the request is sent to, again with 
the query string of the URL. The result of any requests lands in the query string of the 
xd_receiver.htm file on your own server. This circumvents the problem of being unable to use 
XMLHttpRequest. 



Now back to the plug-in. Once you have installed and activated the plug-in, you can add the 
plug-in as a widget to your blog's sidebar. However, you first need to enter your API key and 
secret. 



Facebook Connector Options 


Active Facebook template ID:247652790467 


Facebook Application Configuration 




Facebook App. Config. 


Go to Facebook Developer Add 


Facebook API Key: 








Facebook API Secret: 




Automatic Approval: 


1* Enable comment auto-approval 


Add share button: 


W Add Facebook share button 


Comment Form: 


1* Allow send user comments to Facebook. 


Secure login: 


V Facebook Connect Via SSL. 


1 Update Configuration » 





Settings for Facebook Connect WordPress plug-in. Large view . 



As you will see, a whole lot of options are enabled by default, such as automatically publishing 
comments if they are posted through a Facebook account (the rationale being that you don't have 
to moderate them because they come from actual people using Facebook and not spambots). 

If you activate the sharing function, the plug-in adds a "Share" button automatically below each 
post. You can also activate the option that publishes a user's comments in their activity feed on 
Facebook, thus making their activity on your blog visible to their friends. 

After you have adjusted the settings, you will be notified that you need to define templates for 
the presentation. These need to be "synchronized" with Facebook. Scroll down a bit to generate 
and activate these templates. You can change the language manually here as well. 



Template ID:253738180467 Activate template Delete template <-Active Facebook template 



One line story:{*actor*> commented on {*blogname*>, post title: {*post_title*}, {*body_short*> 
Short story title:{*actor*> commented on {*blogname*} ; post title: {*post_title*} 
Short story body:{*body_short*} 
Full story title: 
Full story body: 



One line stories template: 



{*actor*> commented on {*blogname*}, post 
title: {*post_title*}, {*body_short*> 



Short stories template: Title 

{*actor*> commented on {*blogname*>, post 
title: {*post_title*} 



Body 



{*body_short*> 



Full stories template: 



Title 



{*actor*> commented on {*blogname*}, post 
title: {*post_title*> 

Body 

{*body*} 



Adjust Facebook Connect' s template settings. Large view . 



The first template controls how a user's activity is posted in their activity feed on Facebook. 
However, you can also include the activity feed of your users in your gadget, as done on 
sociable.es (see link above). The last step is to go to the widget set-up page and include the 
gadget as a widget in your sidebar. 



Categories: Categories 



FacebookConnector: Community 

Title' Community 
Welcome msg: Freigeist Blog 
Footer msg: 



Invite msg: Invite your friends! 
Visitors title: Last visitors 



Login msg: Login using Facebook: 
Member msg: Alread y a member? 

Max users: ' 



Login button: long 

Remove | Close 

Including the Facebook Connect widget in the sidebar 



Here again, you have some choice over the configuration, especially with regard to changing the 
language, showing a big or small "Connect to Facebook" button, etc. After installing the plug-in, 
you may want to see what else you can do with it. The implementation on sociable.es is quite a 
nice one. 



Further Resources 



These two plug-ins are quite specific in what they do. However, a wide variety of Facebook 
plug-ins are available for platforms other WordPress. Here is a list, certainly not comprehensive: 

• Movable Type 

A plug-in by Six Apart for adding Facebook Connect to a Movable Type blog, allowing 
any Facebook user to sign in. It is still in beta. 



WordPress-FacebookConnect 

This plug-in is quite similar to the one on sociable.es. It has the same features, such as 
single sign-on, publishing comments to news feeds and displaying profile pictures. 
However, it has not been updated since the beginning of the year. Still, there is a nice 
tutorial by the developer Adam Breckler. 
WordPress Fotobook 

With this WordPress plug-in, you can import all of your photo albums from Facebook 

onto a WordPress page. 

Drupal' s Facebook Connect module 

With this Drupal module, you can allow Facebook users to connect to your blog through 
their account. Similar to the plug-in by sociable.es. 
Gigya WordPress plug-in 

This plug-in integrates not only Facebook but Twitter, MySpace and other OpenID 

providers into your blog for community building. 

StatusPress 

This small plug-in displays your Facebook, Twitter or Last.fm status on your blog. 
Quailpress 

Integrate Facebook- sharing functionality on your blog with this plug-in. However, it has 
not been actively developed for some time. And with the sociable.es plug-in, it is 
practically redundant. 



Source: smashingmagazine 



Affiliate Marketing Tools and Resources 



Domain Registration 

Go Daddy - Stop paying too much for domains! Go Daddy sells .com starting at $1.99 
and .info for only 89 cents! You also 1 year of free hosting with domain. 

Powweb - FREE 2 Years Domain Registration when you purchase 2 years of hosting. 



Hosting 



Go Daddy — Prices start at $4.95 per month and include lots of extras, like free blogs, 
forums, picture galleries, and shopping carts. 

BlueHost - Prices start at $6.95 for Unlimited Space, Unlimited Transfer and Unlimited 
Domains. A great solution if you're always looking to expand your business. 

HostGator - hosting service with CPanel, WordPress friendly, scripts and statistics tools. 



Website Editors 

X Site Pro - Great tool for creating little review websites for marketers with no knowledge 
of web design and HTML. Free templates, 3 clicks to a complete website! 

DreamWeaver - Adobe is the industry standard in professional HTML editors. Many 
professional products that plug in like PhotoShop and Illustrator. 



Keyword Research 

KeywordElite - A desktop tool with many keyword research features. This tool will 
collect you keywords from various places into numbers of thousands. 
It is used by most top SEO and PPC marketers. 



MoreNiche Affiliate Program 
http://moreniche.com 



Search Engine Optimization 



SeoElite - Is one of most popular SEO tools with multiple functions, from competition 
research down to automatic link exchange approaches and more. 

Google Sniper - The main reason why this product is called Google Sniper is because 
you will be learning how to build niche websites to dominate the front 
pages of Google and earning affiliate commissions with them quickly. 

Time Saving Tools 

Mass Article Control - New Article Submission Software Lets You Instantly Submit 

your Articles to 668 High Quality Articles Directories! 

Tiger Submitter - Tiger Submitter Has Cron Job System That will submit your 

website to 1000 Web Directories automatically in under 60 seconds. 

RSS Submission Tool - Submit your RSS Feeds and blogs to over 58 Directories. 

Bookmarking Demon - Get Targeted Traffic, High Pr Backlinks Set it and forget it. 

DupeCop - Compares two pieces of text and calcs the difference. Ideal for rewriting 
PLR articles & other content. Change advisor provides insight into which 
areas of content should be changed to reach target % unique. 



Aweber - one of the best email marketing services - allows capturing emails, creating 
multiple campaigns, double opt-in function, great partnership with major 
internet providers to ensure your emails gets delivered and read. 



Email Marketing Tools 




MoreNiche Affiliate Program 
http://moreniche.com 



